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THE CONDUCT OF THE WAR.

geport of the Congressional Committee

on the Operations of the .army
of the Potomac.
-my-

.¿USESOF ITS INACTION AND ILL SUCCESS

ITS SEVERAL CAMP/. IONS.

m MCLELLAN WAS REMOVED.

tBE BATTLE OF FREDEEICKSBTJRG.

BElUOVAIi OF BURNSIDE«

Mr. Wade, from the Joint Committee on the

ftB-mtoI the War, e*.ihn».tted the following re*

»an, wj'liik^ci-O'ripanvjnp tertimony:
mWteVOCT OF THE WAR.

In Dmi Jjer, laiC'l, » joint committoe of the two

lot-av«« t*f Congress, conriating of three mari'urii of

m Senate and four members of the Home of Rep-
IMiTitaUvcs, was appointed, with inatractiona to in-

»tri; into the conduct of the present war.

I»..-"* Committee proceeded to the discharge of the

tg» iretolvcJ upon them, and have labored ¦***_.
»mUM au^îb^fctriyit, faithfully, for that pun«-»
A»»». ¡jncuj^L^lt, tl.^y won!,! refer to the large
pjaH of tfstmjoTTy taken hy them, upon many «ul>-

jetti, mid herewith reported.
The stibjeet of inquiry referred to them was one

sf the ntmoet importance and magnituda. I'pon
.. the conduct of the present war' depended the
1*0« of the experiment inaugurated by our father»,
sftar bo mach expenuiuir«? of blood and treuaure.
tit establuhuieni oi a nation founded upon the ca¬

pacity of man for stlf-govemmeut. The nation wa«
¦gaged in a oonteat fur ila very existence; a rebel-
boo, unparalleled in history, threaten»*! the ov«r-

ttrow of our free institution«, and tb« most prompt
Bid vigcrous measures were demanded by every
«bei oration of honor, patriotism, and a due regard
Initie prosperity and happiness of the peuple.
Your Commute»« could perceive no necessity for

ncomiaendi»pg any particular legislation to Con¬
gre*«. It« previous courue showed that no such r«-

SoaBicudat ion waa re quired. When Congress met
tb« preeodinff July, fresh from the people.called
BpoD to provide for the safety of the Govern »tient
and the maintenance of the national honor and ex¬

istence.the represeniatives of the people gave foil
«videnec that they comprehended the daly -evolved
Boon them, and had the ronrage and -«rill to folly
discharge it. The administration called by the peo¬
ple io the bead of the (¡overnment, in thiethe muet
critical period of tb« nation's history, -fas more

.proBii'tiy and fully enpported than that of any
ether Government ot -which history ha« pre¬
served any record. The call of ihe President lor
Doney nod men had bien more than .«implied
.wit-1 no legislation which he had deemed
Beresaary bad been denied by Congre», and the
people bad nioet nobly and generously supported and
snitaiued what their"representatives had promised
in their name. Ti»«* same Congress, fresh from their
eouiutuents, bad again met, and there oonld be no
doubt that, M ttiey had before acted, so would they
eontiDne to act. It need« bat to refer to the history
Of the Congress just clo*~d, ita prompt and thorough
action, clothing the Executive with the Âiilest
power, placing at his d:.»j«i.-al all the renouree« of
Ben and money which this nation rtoi»e«aed, to
prove tbst your Committee judi/tvl rightly that Con¬
gress needed no prompting tro.11 them lo do it*. M>
Ure duty.
Not upon thoa« whoae duty it was to provide the

Steans ntxeiBury to -¡»at down the KebelUoo, but
apon thoa« whose duty it wa« to rightfully upply
those mt-aiir-, and the agenta they employed for that
purpoM, reaied the blaine, if any, that the hope« of
the nation bave not been r*aliz«d, and ita .'Xpecta-
tiona liav« «o long been disappointed.
Year Commutée tborefore concluded that tbey

would beet perform their duty by end«*»voting to

.bia]o «nib informatiou in respect to the conti in i of
lb« war M woul« b«»t enable tlieru to advue wbui
BalaWa bad b««n mad« in the past, and tb« proper
«Source to be pnraaed in the future; to obtain su. n

tniormaiiou M the many and labonoua datie« ol tri«
Prevldeut, and hu Cabinet prevented tn«m from i»c-

tjuiring. and to lay it belore them with such tecom-

nenuulious and sugg««'-ion« a« »eenifcil to be moat

Imperatively demanded; and tbe journal of toe pro-
«eediugs of your Committo« shows that, for s long
time, they were in constant communication with the
President and bia Cu.'inct, and neglected no oppor¬
tunity of at once laying before them tb« information
Matured by them ia lb« course of their investi¬
gations.
Many «pecitic aubje« te of investigation presented

themaelvee for the consideration of your Coriirriitw*«-,
any on« of which might well retinire the action of a

coniniilte« for itself; and all of which, if tully in¬
vestigated, would demand the attention of ali tue

rei.r*sentativ«a in Congre««. It waa apparent from
Ihe flrtrt that your Committo« would be compelled to
.online their attention to o few of the morn prom¬
inent luhjt* Mi of inquiry; to tho«e the investigation
ti which would boat enable türm to compreheud
the callara and ueocaaity. if any, for the delay and
iaartifu churectenzing toe operation« of oar arnnns

¦ llit» field.
And while each of thoa« «abject« bas received

from them the attention which it« im]>orlance
aeniod, «o far a« they ware able to give it, the al-
tuition of your Commute* haa beeu turned more

particularly to the hiatory of the Army of the Poto-
ase. In the history ot that army ia to be found all
taat is iMcesaary to enable your Comniitiee to report
«pun " the conduct of ohe war." Had that army
ftlniUd all that B genaren« and confiding ¡»«opie
«are juatified ia expecting from it, this rebellion
bad long einoe been cnuhed, and th« blessings of
pmao reatored to this nation. The failure of that

army to fulfill thone ext-tctation« ha« prolonged tl-i«
.oiiteet to lb« preaeni tim«, with all it« expenditare
of hie and treasure, for it haa to a great extent nea-

tn¡i/«u. if not entirely destroyed, the legitimate
.fail« which would otherwiM» I.»ve been reaped
from our glorious victories in the Weit.
Inert-fore, while your Couimiit«-« hav« not failed

la uke the taatimouy of wiineanoa in relation to mil-
kai-y operation« In other part« of the country, and
lim upon varios« subjects to which tbelr attention
lia bim ipecially uirected by Congre»« und the
War Department ii j» e th« Couuniiteo waa brit Bf»
Kiuite J, the principal part of the testimony taken
ty them relate« to the Army oi the Potomac an»!
laoee aubjecta more immediately conuecied with it«
"»tti-iaioü«. i hey have taken the loatimony of nearly
.HI «MMBBBB, almost entirely men ia the military
Mivice of the Government, including about 100
lineraia.
I-« diaaater at Bull Run in July, i -lil, was fully

»treatij<aird by your Committee, us b*iug me brat
MoHttH of the national troop« with armed treason
lou th« field of balli«, and also borause the troop«
mere rng.ig«d fonned »he nucleus around wi ich hu«
.tie« be«a c'llected the vast and magnificent A run

af ihr i'utomao. The result of ti.in investigation
Jour CtiiiuiiKtee anbwit m a aepaialti report.
Your Comrutte« have also investigatttu the uisaater

I Ball's I'-lufT, tb.it battle being the first oonthri of
lay exieiat in which any of the troops of the am.y
al ihe l'jtomaow«io «ugaged alu-i its re-«;ri'auuti-
.a-vBa A ««parate report Bl that disaster ia ul»o aub-
fcitted.
Imtnc-1iatriy upon the organisation of yoof Com-

*iU«»e, uud before proceeding to the taking of any
tutiiuony, they addreared tv (ieu. MiClell» i, wb<>,
ty tbe i-etu-tviurut 01 dell. SaOtl, hud txBuome (ieli-
«ri»l»in-Chi«f id th« Army, (he i-,lion,ii.g communi-
«Ition i

\V**ai«»oTo*« D. C, Doe. Il, 18GI.
" tia: Yon ir» tv. tr» that * Joint Coii..nlttee ha« been ty-

«.loud b» l_e naoat. »nil lion»» of lt»|af'*i ritntivi-* lo in

Atti» Hit« Iii« conduct at the w«f.' Oui »oiiiruUl«*«, Ma
f***"***»! b«H tbli _«raln|. »ininlniuuaiv «»pi««««d» d«»li«,
ottmo |atoe<Mdii.| la tbeir n'h tai dall«*, to bsv« «¦ lnter*ietr
.uta 7vu at em nui» at th« ( «pltui, at »uali tun* aa ina» ault
loai cuBviüiletua, m view of y uet (iiaolus eoiac-uieat*.
" Oui yeto i.f ij.oetiiii, l» tu» looa, of ilu CwiuiatlU« oo

«iiUûli». af Ike H_.aU-.
" I i»u.aia, var» r««ua..tiully, VOutir. -"-*B J -,vad"E. Chairman.

.i) (fila. Gao. n. KtC-Bi.i«B. ücloi.1 CviuuiBinUuf A¡my
Voilai Sialaa
bil* fully appreciating tite dignity and power
» *MbUm\ »taftj troto «*oWw_ by th« ci»uçiirr«fll

.i«**i ni of both houses of Congress, ther deemed it
lint just to award to Ins *f»osiil>n the consideration of
asking bim to confer «a itli them m relation to the
liest roe lio.l of fnlfilliug those expmatiou« whicb
tig M ,le had a ri^ht to hopo for from nn admini«-
tnitiori upon which thev lied, thronj-h their repre
reiiiutlve», conferred »uch plenary powers. A refer-
once to the journal ot yonrcummuiee will «how thal
ill health prevented (len. McClellan fr«un immédi¬
at, ty complyiug with this invitation. The necewi-
tie» of the catee, however, wera so preming and
urgent that yon» committee concluded to proceed at
once to the inltiii»; of teilimouy.

mntWt mg thi: potOmai*.
Soon after the battle of Bull Run, in July. 1861,

(Jen. aMcl'owell W11 superseded, aud (Jen. McClel¬
lau wa» called bv the President lo the command of
the army of the P\»toinac. The oampaign in Wr«-«teni
Virginia, the credit of which had been generally
useriivwl to (len. .MiClell.in; the favor with which it
Wae understood he w11» ra-^iir.T^al I,y dieri. Scott, then
general-in-ehief of the army of the United State«-,
even hi» comparative youth, liol lin** out the promue
of active and rigorous imasnrea; allstheae comAm ¦*.
tiona tended to infuse hone into the public mind, mid
to remove the gloom and duptrndeucT win» ti htd
followed the disastrous lasue ol the wui-puiA* iii»t

ended. g
Kverv energy of the CîoTfnimpnt and all the **>

.onrces of a generous Uti patriotic peonlewere freely
und lavishly pluced at ihedi»po»al of (¡en. McClellau
to enable him to gather tot;, ther another firmy aud
put it in the ni"»*: complete »tate of. in «.ii ney, »<> that
ofiroiive operstions might be resumed at the earliest
prac;iiutile moment, lue Army of the Potomac
beean»« the object of special care to every d-ptrt»
ment oí the Government, ai.d all other mill ary
movement«« and organization» were made subordínale
to the one great purpose «if collecting at \Vit»»iiii¡»t..n,
and orgautzin« there, an army which »hould over-

power the forces of the enemy, and forever
crusi out any hope of »uc.es« which the
Rebels might chiTi.h. Kven when the army ol

the Potomac hud attained dimension« never balure
eontemplaleid in the course of military o[>erutiou»
upou this couliueut, and seldom, ii ever, ennuie«! in

mochín times, no |»>rtion ot it« rapidly tner«i»»iiig
number» wa» periuitt-il to be diverted, even for u

brief ]>eriod, to the uccnuiplishtDeut of other enter-

priée«. The generals in charge ot the various expe¬
ditions from tim.» lo time inaugurated, ami fr-«t_
win.-!, so much henetit was anticipated.(»en. Hui¬
ler, Ueii. Sherman, Gen. Uuruside, and other».
Were compelled to look elsewhere for the troup« to
oui»*»-«» their command«, to rely upon the continued
pal rictism of the peuple, and the zeal ol th» BM>
tive« of the various State« for the raisin« of those

regiments which would enable tl.eai to depart lor
the tiehls of duty a-aiijned to them. No consider«
tioo was tor a moment allowed to diminish or impair
th« eil'n leucy of the Army of the Potóme«, and the

unexampled specta« le was presented to other nation»,
who were intently w ¡etching th« course of events lu
thi» country, of the large** t army of the present cen¬

tury beiuK*rai***d entirely by voluntary enlistment«
ia the brief period of a law month*.
When Cc.lucres» mp. cinbled In Uns city, in the he-

giuuillg ol' 1'ece.tiib.T, l**»il, SO «ncix-eaitll had beeu
the exertion« of lue nuthoriiiee, and «o zealously had
the people responded to their country's cull, that the
conaohuated morning report-, furnuned your Com¬
mittee hy the AdjuUmt Cene-ai of the army, «bow¬
ed that, exclusiva of the oommaml of Urn. Dix, at
Ballimore, the Army of the Potomac ooneisted of
about lHó.lKiO men.

L'uring the time tbia large army had been eollect-
in-r and organizing, nothing of imj<ortarit*a had trans¬

pired in connection with it, except the cloaing of the
navigation of th« Potomac by the iUb«l«, wbich
your C«>mmitt4r>u treat of mor« at length in another
nut of this r«]>ort, and the melancholy disaster of
J»ta.ll s li! m!, which ia made the »ubjeel of a »aparate
report. a

ibe weather during the tall »eaton, and for raom«

woeti« aller the c invenmg of Cout/rvaw, continued
uuutuuil* favorable for active military oi«erelii«n».
Aa month »»fier mouth pttt-ed withoat aiiMtu «,

bein«; don« bj in*. Anny of lb« Potomac, tba peo|i>«
btrxvanie inureand mora anxioua for the »iiuo_ac»t_ei.i
th«. ii.'i wolli of pre parn l. --u had lieui» ci.mpleu
and active operation woul.i »oon be eomnieuoed.
From th« teniutiony bebire^ronr Cai-taitUe it »vi-

¡lettre- that the Anny of the Potto-aae wa» well
aimed and equipped, and bud reached a high »late
of discipline ny tiie Lint of «September or tue firtt of
October. The men Wuie ready and eiuer in em¬

menée active Operation«. Ibe general» ui eouiinaiKl
of the vaitouadivitiou» wera mmgtt to going iuto
winter quaittir», uud the mool ot them declared they
had no e.\.fi4rk;ia.ioii of doing «o.

OOBN OlK.ANI/.ATI'l.N.
In reference to tim projier organization of ho large

an army a» tuat about \S aahini»loii, in order iii.it ii

might lie th« better able to act moel «ile« tivelv ni

the field, the testimony of the witneatat» tUtmtUti
upon that point i« i-eiiiHrlutt.lv urmiiituou«. The
generals moat lsmiliar willi the »ubjael seemed i->

regard of the uluioat importance Hi« di\i»iou «f the
army into corpt d'arn.ie, and that, too, in time f<>r
the instruction of th« lro»ps in the moveim-iit.
iieceteary to render «uch an «Hyaiiizaiiou (he moat

edective. Venir Couiiniile« deemed it «o vitally
ueccae-ry that they repeatedly biought the subject
to th« attention of Ute authoinies, and urged ii»
immediate mlopllou with all the arguments in their
power. Ibe l're»iileot aud the riecreiitry of Wat
CoiiCUired willi them m the Deceeeity of »uch a

iii«tr»t*i»iii«-, bul it «¡ia not »ir.ni in be legarded willi
1, ucn luvur by «Tien. McClelluu. Indeed, (len.
«MeClellan »tated to your Committee, «at the time ot
their conference with him, that, although it mignl
at some lime be expedient lo divide 'io army into

army corps, ibe aubicci was one oí gi«
' <lilli».u!ty.

ile »aid 11 wa» a deina!» matter to apa »tit majoi-
geLi'ial» before ihey had beau tried by actual
-.1.1... and bad «bown their fitness to

be «elect«- to command :K),0(X) or 40,0«X>
men. A major-general coull not be «lowed
uway in a pigeou-.»wie, if he »hould nrovu in« otnpe-
teut, so eaaily a« a brigauier-geuerai. He projiosed,
therefore, lo himself uutuage this entira army in
como battle or campaign, and then select from the
biigadici-geueial« 111 ii such a« provu themselve»
(¦'huí ci"iit for higher command». Coii«equ«nilr,
the division of the army into army corps waa u »t

even beguu until uftt-r the movem»nt of the army in

March had cornmeal ed, and then only in pumuaui*
of the direct ttud repealed oidcr» of th« President.

(Jen. MeCl.illan, however, continued to oppose
the organization of the army into army corps, as

will he «»»eu from the following dispatch to him
from the Secietaiy of War, dated Muy '.«, IMBl
" The Vu »;j«nt i* unwilling to i.sv« the »rtny corp« organ-

itktlon brnkS'i up, but alto nuwllliug lt»»t the csuiuiaaaiag
general »ball he tia.niMled and »ffiiiarruastl m »ciuil »tu-

iiiiilni g, olii.iiiu »lili Hie sui-uiy and on the eve of au tri-

|)«*t»d treal battle. V ou, tliriefcra, may teaiperarll» suipaud
:li«t «igat.uatlou in the anny 'loder yoar luimadiat' i «a

iiisod. aud adept any yse tea tit, nulli furthai 01 .lala. Ila ti*«
wilts» yu« pnv.ta.y.'»
The provisional corp« of Gen. Piu-Jolm Porter

.and lieu. Franklin wer« thereupon formed by re

duciii_ the other corpa from three to two division-.
OHIJHIIII Ol' IHK I.M.MI,

Your Commute« endeavored lo ohttuu aa accurate
inlormiition a« poetilde in relation to the «irength
and «lot-itum ol the enemy In front of Waahinglon.
The leaiiuiuuy of the olliueni in our army here upon
that point, however, wa_ far from satufaciory.
La. ly in Llecemhei- an order bad bticn ÍMUud mm
heauquarter« prohil'iling the commuuder« in the
front from examining any ¡«ti»ou» who »hould com«
iuto our Hue» from ibe «Jirecliou of the enemy, bul
ill «uch inimnik were to be »eiit, without atauini»-

Hun, io in« «loa.l'iuurter« ol the army. t*tWka\a\omt
ware al»«» pia« e«l upon the movement« of »cuuu

The resnlt wa«, that the Central» ttaiiiined ap|>uttied
to be alm«jt.t entirely i^iionuil of the for»j« M UM
enemy oppoaod tai tb«ui, iiuving only «uch iulorina-
liou aa «.hay were allowed to obtain at headhunt let ».

Ih«) aireuglh <»1 the enemy wa» vaimu»ly oaiiiu«i'.oil
at flow .0,-OOU to iJlli.iMX) mac. Tbo«e who braad
the higluMt ealiuiaie baaed thcic opinion upon in¬

formation rixj«i\«»d at head ¿iiarier«. A« lo the

«trength of the enemy'» poailion, the gcneial nu-

prea»ion «seemed io be loundaJ upon information ob-
lamed from the -ame «oui. e, thal li waa exireediuuly
formidable. Hub»t<».ueut eveut« have proved thai
iii* fur«» of lb« eiaati-y waa below even U*«s lowest of
the»» «aliuiau»», and the atraugth of their íortiÜca-
tiona very greatly ovaieatimaied.

1)1.1 I VSl.M UV W A.Mll.Ntai'H.N'.
Your Comuiituie alco coaght to astertain what

Bimbel ol m«D pouid be »pared irom thi« army '.*

ofl.-n.iivo operation« elaewhere, aaiuming that the
works of tb« en«uiy ia front were of inch a chaine-
ter that it would not be advisable to mov« direoily
upon thurn. The estimute of the force neceuary to
be lift in and around Washington to act entirely on
the de*Ynaive, to render the capital »scare agaiuit
any attack of the enemy, as ilatad by the witness««
examined upon that point, waa from 50,000 to 80,000
mau, leaving 100,000 or upward that could bo used
im r-i¡ dillons at other pointe.

lu connection with the saine subject, your Com¬
mittee inquired in reference to what had h«cu done
to reuder tb« lortilicaliona here, which bad been
construct«*! at auch expenae un I with «o great 1 «Kir,
most ellective for the defense ol' Wa*Lin»,tou. Your
('oiiinitt-e are constrained to say that adequate
provision never waa made to properly man ibu««
loi din .lion« and exerciie men in the management of
the guns. Several of the witnesie« teatilicd that
they hu.! repeatedly culled the attention of the
authorities to Um muller, but without succéda. And
wheu the moveiiieut of the anny commuuoed in
Man«, ihe lew regiment« that bad b«eu plac d in
Ihe forta and partially instructed in the me .«1 th«
».his«, were aliuoii «ui.relv with Iruwn, lcavltg the
ioiiiii.-atitjiis to be mauueii by raw uud inexperienced
Hoop«.

TIIK IH.OCKADK OK TI»; POTOMAC.
The mtiject of the obatracUon of the navigation

of tlie Polomar naturally demanded ihe cou.idera-
»l'vn of your Committee. Cpuu that -point your
t'otuuiittee would call the at tent ina ot <\.egress to
the teetiinuuy of Capt. ii. V. Fox, jVm.tuui Secre¬
tary uf the Navy. Open reierenc« to his leatiuiony,
ii will up'ienr that, in June, Ihbl, the Navy Depart-
meiit proposed to the War Department ih.»t iii'jae-

ure« be adoptetl to take -."»«.. »»imi ol Malbina
l'oint, io order to secure the nuvigitioii of the IV-
t'Miiac I tom any danger of being interrupted. From
mum» i «use, no steps, were then I..ken for that pur-
|...««*.. Ihe aubjeci was again brought to the atten¬
tion of the War Department by Hie Navy Depart*
lueul in the mouth ot August, shortly «fur the t.ai¬
lie of Hull linn. Nullung, however, wai done at
thal tim.- in regard lo it.

lu in tuber. 1-t.l, the Navy Department ni» nu

urg»d the maller up.'u the comtideraiioii ot ihe War
Department. The Pott Kuyul e.\iie«iiliou wa« then
in preparation, au«l would soon M r«a»ly to «tari.
Ibe Navy Depaitmenl repiesenled thai*it would lie
absolutely uec««Bary losend With that expedition,
in order lo iu*iire ii« aueceits, the gieaier portiou ol
Ibe Potomac flotilla, Mean**, nemg very p>« iver lui
véasele, of light draught, with llieir n _,. niii.-r-. pio¬
let teil, tliiv were helier filled for ibu n-rvice' th«n
¡my omer ve«*els in lb« ¡.ossfsaioii uf lb« Navy
Depart meut; and if anything waa to b« don« i.jr
iiiciu lo «.¦» ure the uninterrupted navigation of th«
I'uiiiiiMi-, it inum be doue betöre ibcy left. It was

proponed to lue Preside^ and the War Department
that tlie gunboats ihou^Bskr and destroy ibe Hebel
batteries wlucli ha»! thiMThegun lo mase tbnr ap-
pearauce upon the river, and which even then en¬

dangered iii.« saleit- oí vérsela passing up and donu
the Potomac. Wuen thai Und hero done, it waa

propoaved thal a lutfineut uiimher ol troup« should he
lauded al M-Hh__ Point, »_.-., to intrench them-
»el»«», ander me protection of ibe gunboate,
until ihey abould be able, with the a«.i*t4tn<e ol
the mu .lier l»o«t« of the Potomac ttolilla, to hold
their position against any force the enemy would be
likely to hr.ng against tt.am. It was represented
that uulesa «om« such steps were taken tit« departure
ot thoa« v. «B*U apon the I'ort Royal «x|»«<liiiiiu
would be the signal for the cloning of th« navigation
of th« Potomac, which ropn-»e ulaiinn the reaiih
proved to be correct. A« waa well urged by the Navy
Department, the whole ijuestion amount»*! limply to
Uli». VV'iül l the army ¦. ..(«-rut« with ii «. navy in

securing the unohatructrd navigation ot lb« Potomac,
or, bv withiioliiing thal cooperation at ti.ai um«»,
pi-runt m imporiaul a cb.inuel of communication lo

he 11 «»«- i.

WHY IT WAH NOT Rtl-O'll.
After re|»sated «ii uti, (len. M «HJ iel tan pronn»-«J

that I '"*' onto riaval-l be i-«*»vlv at a tu»»«- named t.»

I roc« i down lb« river. Ihe Navy Dei«arimeut
-, i.jv a«-l tbe DtK-eaatiry Irunaport« for the f roo) «, «|d
I «pi. Craven, ivmituaoding lut» Polotnec ttottiih,
»i,i .¦!» being mintie«! to thal rtfeet, eoH«*»te<l at
>latn.aa l'"ini all lue lx»ata oi lila ti».ulla at Hie tim.-
named. Ihe troop« did no» arrive, awl EBB Navy
De pt«Hine nt wa« lnfoimed «if me lact rjy Capí.
Craveu. A«ii«taiit Heeretary Fox, upon ioi|uinug
if »¡.ii. Mel'la-1 lau wliy the troop« hail uot been »c-.l

mrori'ing lo agri-eiurii., w.ii iiiloriu«-l by bim 11. «I
ni« engineer« «.ere of the opiuiuii ih.it so large a

Imdy ol troupe c-i il'l in I lie United, and therefore be
hid «oiirloded not to send them. Capí. Vox replied
thal '.he landing of the troo» « was a mailer of wbict-
the Navy l»e.»artu»eiit bad cbaig- -, IhM il.ey bad
pr«witlcii tb« mu esaaiiy means t«iaccomplish the lawl¬
ing ru--. --rsliilly that n iii'juiry li«.I been made ni

I.,cm ni regard to IhiU mailer, and no uolilicaiiou
thal Ihn troops were no'» to be «eut.

Ii wa« tiieii uf, «eil that me iMOpa sboabl h« scnl
»lie ne .it night. CapC Craven waa u^aio n..,:i- I.
uini agttiu bad lil« Ilolilla in reiidineaa lor me arrival
of me troops, ¡lui no iroops wura «em down at

ilmi lime, nor w«re any ever «eui down for thal
pafMBBa
Capta r-J'X, in answer to tin- imjuliy of the Com¬

mittee as to wnai reaeon w.»s asaigued tor not senu-

IUK li e iro.p« accordiug to ihe a«.-».I agie«-.i.ei,i, ru-

plied ina. the only reason, so tai as he could BBBBB«
lain, was, tlial (ivu.AltCIeilau i« m i ii might etiog
nu a general engagemeut.

II e Presideui, who hu«l united with the Navy Di-
lui in.. oi in m. i..?' their piopiMitioii, tirai upon l.i u.

.-vu I ami thin upon (Jcu. M« I I- ila.., uialii'ee'ed
,'n .i*, disuppoiutmeut whuu be learned that the plan
nail lulled lu consequence ol in. troupe n*»l being
« ni. A öd Capt. Craveu threw up bl* command on

the Potomac ami applied to be aeui toaea, aaying
thal, by leiiiBimng here and doing nothing, he wa«

hut loaiug hi* own reputation, as the blame for par-
milling ibe 1'olouia« to I»- bl-ckuúüd tvould be lui-

puted io bim and tue tintilla under bia command»
I l«>u ihe failure ot tbia pi m of the Navy De¬

partment me »tractive veaaela oi the Potomac dulilla
lett up-.ii the Port Koyal expedition. The navi¬
gation of the river wa« alinosl immediately llaix-
alier fin.-« »I, and reiuamt-'l »aa«-«i until the Rebela
voluntarily evacuated their buUerie» in the Muru;
tullun nig, lio «lepa baviiiK beui luke«, in the tneau-

iimc, for reopening comiuuni« aliou by that route.
«»hucks io mo vi:.

On the Pith of January, 1.-»'.«, the President ot
the Cuited .Slates, as Cointuandur-in-Cbief of the

Army and Navy, íasued ordera for a general move-

mein of ull the armia« of the United platea, one re-

ault of which waa tbo series of victories at Kmt

Henry, Fort DonBlaun, «Vc, which au elecliiticdihe
country and revived toe hopes of every loyal man

in the land.
LINK ill* »UM ICVIM1N.-1.

After this long period ol luaciloa of the Army ot

the Potomac the PresnKnt ot the Lnile»! 8l_lea, oo

til« 31st Ol January, I »HW, i**unl the following
order

"KlBtiTiTB M»»»-i ¦¦ VV*»aiBuio.v. I.u I llltX
" l'laildetit'* M¡...-I»l IV »i Older r»o 1.

'* 11, derril. 1 bal al tile dlipoMbl« fuloe of lb« Aiuiv or tit«

Puti»iu«c, afwi tiruvidun inlely fer tins difiii»* ol Wulilu*
loo, be funned lui« «a ei|nx!iiiuu lui lb« luiuwdiUi) object wf
Hiniii and occui»ytD( « yoiul uyou lu-- lauiosJ »ouini»««.-

vi» ii ni whal la k11 .au a« .du ».»». .tun. i.uu «n «l-i.i.« I

le m the dlaciatii.il oi tl.e» ü«o«r.l-lu Cun-I. »uJ H" .«.

iac.iii.iu to mov« lielore ot ou tb. ltd »I»» «I K»Uiu«ry iinil.
" AHKaIiaM lali-HaOUl» "

To tim order (len. McClellan wrote an elaborate
re|»ly of the i«m<- date, objecting to the pl«n iharviu

indicated M involving " the erior of dividing oar

army by a very ditlicult obatatle Ub.« Oecoijuau)
un.l by a diatance too great to enable the two por¬
tions to support each *tber, should either be at-

Urke«l by the ma«*ei of t.e enemy, while the olher
l. held in chu» k." ile then prwtéeOed to argae in

lavor of a movement by Way of the Hsp-iahannack
or Kortres« Munroe, giving the pr«fo»enco to tu«

KappahanniHili rouie. Ho slated that ttttmy* would
be i o i'iired lo provide tlie m¦ce» «ai v «a»» of Iran«

portai ion. ile «tatcd that he n*gar»led "aucce-asaal
certain, by all the chance« of wa.-," by the route he j
propo*i»*l, while it waa " by no lueai.' certain thai
we can beat them [the etiomyj at Manatwaa."
To tbia the President made th« following reply:

T.iBciriVB iH«.v»ioit, W»»blo|ton. Keb. S, littfl.

"MT D«*B fcla: Vou mid I b»Vi dl.tlo.t mi di1»»r«nt

plan* far * uinveiiiaut of lb« Anuv ol lb« Po»oiu»«--vour« to
t.« dawn tl.e I i.iKiiaa up tua Kap|iahai<n<x*X to il.am.«.

anJ «i ro.. i.nd to tb« tarmlou* of the railroad OB T«rk Uiver ;

nilli« to moto ilirrc 1/ to a oeiat oo tb« i«lll<Jtd louthw.il
ol Manana« if vi<u will |[v« ii.« a.Uafa. Uirv .».«.». to Hie
'uilowUii qnelliopi 1 »bill |lMUy yi«l«J mj pim W J*»"»: I

" 1. Po*« not your pl»n lnv.ii.ve a greatly l«rg«r «xpcnditore
of líate »nd manta than mine 1
"1 tJlserala is a vietory mar» »ertaln by your plan than

nil «el .» 11
" 1 Wlii i'la It . Victory mort ra'.ualliky four plan Ulta

mlnet
" 4 In ff-t, wonld it not be len valntbl« n) Mt. that it

woulé Dtuak no great baa ol tue «-etuj'a eooiiauulealion,
wbll« mt j» would I

'' i. Ia ease sr diauter, wonld not . «ti« retreat be mor«

dlOkult by your plan than by minât . ¦
" Veurs, traly. ¦ A*UltàOLN.

" M»jor-0»n. MoUlklia«."
Your Commit!»*« have no evidence, either oral or.

documentar v, of th« discutaiou» tuat ensued or the

arguments that were submit ted to the comidera* i.m

of the President that led him to relinquiab hi« own
line of operations and consent to the one proponed
by Geo. MeClellao, ex.:.'pt the remit of a oo.mcil of
war, held in February, 1SG2. That council.the
first, so far aa your C»mmittee have boen able to

ascertain, ever called by (len. McClellau, and then
by the dirdctioti of the President.wa« composed of
twelve general», a» follow«: McDowell, «Sumner,
HeintieTa.au. Keve«, I'itz-Jobn Porter, Franklin,
W. Y. bmith, AicCall, Bleuket». Andrew Porter,
Barnard, and Nagle« (from lieu. Hooker'« Division).

I'd them wa» submitted thequ««tton whether they
would indorse the line of operation« which Gen.
McClellan desired to .adopt. The result of the d«
h i «et atum wa« a vote of eight to four in talm¬
oi li.c movement by way of Annapolt«, and thence
dovfri the Cbeiapoake Bay, np the Kappahannock,
landing at Crbauua, and acron« th« country to Hieb-
mond. The four (lenentbi who voted against the
tmaaymyti movement were Gen». McDowell, Sumner,
lien.Kelman and Barnard, lien, lieye« voted for
it with lb« i(iiai,fic'«iion that no chang« should be

| muda until tim enemy were driven from their talle¬
ri»« on the Potomac,

| At tin« point ii may be well to consider th« prin-
cioal argument» for and against the movement upon
iiichmond direct from Washington, and the move-

¡meut by way of tho Lo-ter Chesapeake, including
| that first ptmaaai bj way of the Kappahannock
river, and tue one dually adopted by way of For¬
tress* Monroe aud tim peninsula.

In expreaenig opinion» upon thi« and other «ub-
jects relating more iininedittiely to military opera-
tiou« in the li*Id, your Committee do not undertake
to loriu ai.it rxpreia opinión« of their own, hut
content UtemMlvea with setting forth those ex-

prer»ed in their testimony by military men wboae
»du« ali>u and .¦ vpsrn n« o entitle them to speak con-
li'!' iiiiy upon those «ubjott« pertaining to their pro-
kaum.

why tim: niRt-.rrr notTf. was bemt.
The ni guwcir.» tn lavor of the direct and against

the low.r route to Kiobuioud wer« many aud
Weighty Some of them are moat tereely e.ure«e«xl
in twe letter of the ¡'resident to lien. McClellan. of
February J, ltan\ before referred to. Beside tho««,
the dil», t movement t-iiabled the btrgeat amount of
ti «jupa io operate actively in the liaiJ, aa the army
in it» niuveiiieiii immedialely covered Wiasiunffton,

| and 'hereby rendered Um nnsence of a larga roioe
her« nnesceaaary. By the adoption of lb« lower
rout« a .ilusión of the army waa reudered imitara*
live, in oider to prov»»J« for the «afety of tue Capital
against any »tia. k from tbe enemy. Thus, lo use

the lij>Agu«tlg*» of lJ«n. MiClelbvn himsol/. in refer
cur»- to »4i<- u«v«meut pi'.p»>*»>.i agaUnat lb« ii erny

! m bile al M au»*«**, " cointnHUng the error of diviii-
in«* our army by a vary di di« nil obstacle, and by a
duianc« too «gr-tiatt lo eualne the two portions lo «up-
port each other, «houlil either he attacked hy tbe
masse» of ti»« anea.y wi ile the other i» held in
check."
Th« army «lu moving (bract from \Vaahin_ton

avoid.xl all the dalav« and discrder <-ou«equeut upon
the embarkation and disembark »tiou ol »o large a

foi «*«. will, ali its materiel. And by in vesting Rich¬
mond on the north and nor. h-wast, we cul them vii
from oue of lliair great »our.-e« of supply, the hiien-
andoah Valley, and at the «ame tim» prevealed tbair
raid* through thal region ol country, which so par-

.ahitad all eliott« lo »end lha lew troop« lefi in
YV Babington to tho assisi a n «je of tin« urn,y on th«

| «a i,i na ii It.
«.ian. «Mit'teilen »tate« in bi» tealitnony that hy

adopting tbe toute hy way- of .im..»poli» tun« th«

Ita) | ..hann »ck, ho l.opsxl. ii pi oper aucieay Waa pie-
«arvad, lo be ¡it.ia to re*» .i ino vuiiuty ..1 Kieht.'..ii«i
belora the itatiel annv at Man« »Has Could be cou en-

mutt lhere tor i«« dátense. Whatfver pioV/aiiihty
t. etc- may have beau lor the realixa'.lou ol »uch a

ho}« ai the tim« the li»ppuminuock route wa» .! -

nie»! upon, it w11» ei.in«-!. n-mo veo when the en.' my
evaeuuled M nía-ene, belora aliy actual movement

atna made hy our aru,y. Au«! tien. Midelma ¦¦.-¦

once reiiui{uinii. 1 tl.e li«.ppi.i,an. mek route, and tie-
cnitd, vtitti the tttnWUItUm of Iii» tUtfg tommin, d-

er», to g by way of Yorktown I nd the |a"iuu«uhi.
tide great oujecliou lo ito peiuu«ul» route, aa in

dic»'«dby tim iraitminyof all the wuuess«» wl.o
te.ui) nj' ni that point, iuclu linn; <i< n. .MClelU u

liiii.x'lt, waa lha l- »*at want of in formation lu rele¬

en..' to lue nature ol the couniry t here, th« kind au

c.utliliou of the rotaxl», the p»'epa*lstloli» tor Cet' tit*. -,

(Vc. Th« «Jiili« ul.». » und uuibaiitttauivut« our arm ¦

la «m-'I under Lorn the beginning of thal campaign,
li oin Ulai ».»lil ol Iliiol r-ililio.i, ,ur« Very evident

lu'ui the testimony.
ill.« ISION di' TlIK COt MIL.

lb le« i-ioii el the »uuncil of iwolve tleueral» in

«*«t>rt.«ry wn» to move by way ui Auuapoli» gat
ihoii.e to Ibe l'appuhitiiu(X-a. Ihn <| ii »tiwi ol

n-upeiiUK the navigation of the l'.«t<>u.itc,
ht 'i.iMiig ma ei. my from their huilerie»
upon the river, waa tmwamtL lb win», however,
li.iall'. datided that ne enemy »l.ould tie lett in poa-
asaaioii ol ilimr balierii-a, aud the uiovemeut «hould
hi» i..a le v, i: lio.il ai.liirliin,' Hiern. This ia proven
by ti« ' teiiiuioiiy, gat al»u by Hie recoud paragrapu
of the-ci dei ol the r..-ii-.ii., ...dfi 'I i ¦¦. .i 8, l-o.

a« follow*
"KxseuTiva M*a*i"M, Marchs. 1»..'

" Fir.de.,t'i tttmtrml Har Urdtr Au. J.
" (i-..,,« i. li.«a i. thangi ul tti» nu« i.f opers'loas el th«

Arc.« f ti." i'ai.ou.« «ti*.i ii- ii ,ia ». uno.it l> .vu.; lu ami
ah«, it W .»tim»to.» «u ,n a torc«) as, in the optotoa ol the <i»ue-
iti-'.i. < liiul tnd Uta f'.m.mead«» of all tba Army I mp«, ahall
lasts tua »M my »utiir., sec ire.

'i list nu more t limit laro Anny i <i|« («bout Arty thottMuci
trooi ») <»l »anl Army u( li e I'oteiuw »nail ba mcjve.1 ea roui»

foi a ii w i. i.» o-, ouetatioae until tua u»t i«»tIon of lila Polo-
tin« Irani Wuhlniiaii to the Choeo»»».- Bay ¦ ii til bs it« 1

Item ti.« »linn» a balle;ni ami ouatruouon», er until Ui«

Fie.i J«.«t »hall beiealtei give elpra«. periuIMloa.
" I l'ai toy ii...vam'in afur»aal J en rout« tor « ... tv l.»<» of

ojiara aiU«. .«ul li mr./ lia ordered by tbe iloneralin.<.lue
ei al a.,rl.-¡. u,a» lia lu';, i,«leal to uiove upou tua ( beaai.a>»L«-
«., «ball i,»tiu la meva apsu tba (Jay a« early at tbe ne I.

Mareil .i.»; » ,1 tbe (»ensral-ia-lllilef (hail ba raspoutibia
thal it *o move a« early a« laat »lay.

f,lu e,l. li.t the lui y au.I N»»y coopar»le In an ¡ni-
inedi.te erlurt to c»ptuie the »neuiy'« batteries upan th.-
» aiaawuiw: b.alwneo \\ i.ü'uilai.i »u lb» t he»»iM,»a« bay.

AIIKAUAM L1.MJÜLM.
II I». Til.iat«. AJjl. linn."
Ile! ,i .. tbe movement by way of Annapolis coald

be e.ei uted, the enemy ubuudoued their batterie«
n,..-ii tbe I'oiomuc, and «vacuated their posiiiou at
( .-.;" .'til; - aud Muutt-tu«, retiring to th« lin« of the
lta[ iiii.nil"« It.

ffllTIMH Ul' i Ht. ARMY.
V. h«n (Jan. MoClellan, iban m the City of VV'adi-

Ui(*ton, heard that the enemy had evacuated Uauas-
»n4. he |ii'.Mre«le«l ¡t.-niaa the river aud ordered a

gsneral movem-iit of the whola army ni the direo-
lloil of the potiuou lat»ly OtOUpied by tho enemy.
The eneniy moved on the morning of the 10th of
Jl-i'-li, Hie greater part of it proceeding no furthur
than Fairfaix t'ourt-llouse. A small torc« vf the

army proceeded to Mau-a«««« and bayoud to the line
of the HappuhaunocL, aiacertuiuing that the enemy
had i, tir« J beyond thal river and destroyed the rail¬
road In :.i .»¦ ili-ioa« It.

«lu the 11th of March (leu. McClellan ordered, by
t«*l-l*r»[ h, tho nanti; hu Iroru Auuapoli« to Waah-

ingion (Alexandriu 'j, to embaik the army from
there, and inhumed the Department that he pro¬
posed lo occupy |Mi>ii«i«<iu* with a portion of (Jen.
ilatik»'» command, and throw all the foros he could
«ou« m1 a» upou the hu« previously determined
upon. S.il-sfiu. tit events in ibe valley of tho ShiNi-
ai.l«.'»b, ti mu.¡tin.«, for a time, in the battle of
WinihusUr, of March 3S, prevented the fon» nuder
t iel.. H mit« from leaving that valley.

.»Nhi ni.it Coi NUL.
On the 13th of March (len. McClellan convened at

Kau lit-x < 'ojrtlloiue a c miuil of war, eontiatiug of
four of tho Ave comiuaii'ler« of anny oorpa (Gen.
lian I» » being abaaat), and b_forme4 thom that lie

pro|»"»ed to ahundon hi» lau of movement by way
of the Kappahannock, and submitted to them instead
a ¡hu ol iiioveriient hy way of York and Jmiic»
II »sr«. Hie result of lb« d«liboiai»t_s of i.al coun¬

cil tfa« ». foUow«.

Hbadqcabtbri Ami or th« Potoihc, 1
tttniAX COCRT-Hoc»«, March 11, 1B«Î. 5

" A council of th« (¡«nor«!« commiadlns army oorp« at lb*

heidqutrtiri of the Army ot tie Potomic were of bit

opinion: ., .,

"Firth Thit the enemy, lii*ing retrented from Min»«»«*

to Oordoatvtlle, behind ihr» JUppihiunni'lt uud the KipnUn,
II U the opinion of the tenrrab commending «my corpa tint
the operitiooi to be cirri««! on will be bert undertaken from
Old Point Comfort, between the Yoik and Jim«* River«, uoon

Richmond; piovlded. fl-tt. thit the enemy« venei. tb* Mer-

ilBno, can be neiitrilíred¡ »«coud, the n»e*nl of Inn portarlo»!
jull^ient lor au immedlite tr»n»rer of the force t« it» now

li».a*r»».b« ready at Wubin<tm and Alrxuidit« to move

dotrnab« I'otomioi third, that a naval auxiliary force can be
bid to »Dance or aid lu *ll*ocl«s the enen.y'a batter!«» ia
York Elver ¡ fourth, tbit thi force to be left te cover Wa*h»
injlm »bill be .n'-h aa to five an entire feeling of »ecority for
it* («Etty froui menace. Unnltuoiii.

" Seetmd: It the fore|oln( cinnot be, the imly ihontl then
be moved »gainit the enemy behind the Ki] pihmnock «t the
earlleet po*«ible moment, and the meint tor reeoiiittuctltia*
brldtri, repiirlur riilroidi, and atod in* them with materiii
iiifli. not for imgtiyiLt the army, ibould at once be eoll»ot«d
Mr Beth til« UeXSa*, and A lev andr la and the Aciula and lUoh»
mond Kaproad«.-Uoaiiluioot.

.' NOT« .That vrltb the forta on th« right bank et tb« P«J-
tont»r fully i*rrl*onitd, ind tboie on tb* opporite »Ide ocea-

pi«d, a e«T*atinç force in front of tha » irgim» line i.t ¿0,01/1
men would a.iitica. (Key**, iUintzeloiin and McDowell.) A
total ofUi.MOuieu foi the dcienaeof the etty would luffloe,
(duuinei.)"
The same day don. McClcllan informed the War

Department that " the Council of Commandera of
Army Corps have unanimously agreed apon a plan
of operation«, und 0«n. McDowell will at once pro-
ceed with it to Washington and lay it before yon."
To thu the Secretary of War replied: "What¬

ever plan h,_ beensgiéed upon proceed at once to
execute, without losing an hour for my approval."

TI1K PRF.ÍIDKNT'S »»RUtjjRS.
The plan of operations wa« submitted! to the I'reei-

dent on the saaie day, and he approved th« same;
bat gave the following directions a« to it« execution:
" Fint: I.eav» a.i.-h fore« at Muniiau Junction anbali

mik« It nntiiely certain that the enemy »ball no1 repot*««*
liiintell of thal politlón aud Hue - f comiuunicatioo.

.. tteemd i Leive YVi.liingtcn «e.-ure.
" Thud : Move the r..ni».!,.!..» Bl thi force down the Poto-

mir», chooiing ¦ new b«M at Kortre** Monro«, or »nywliir«
between here au« there i or, «I all evaot*. mov« »ucli re-

ui"lnd*i of lb« uuiy it once, la punuit of the enemy, by umi
route."

IMHARKATIOS 09 THE ARMY.
'ihe army waa directed to return to Alexandria to

be embarked for the peninsula; previous to their
embarkation all tlie corps to be concentrated npon
th« division nearest Alexandria. The trausporta-
tion uot proving sufficient fur immediate embarka¬
tion, the troon« were, for several days, exposed to
the rain« which then set in, being deprived of their
former camping accommrxiationa, although, in many
matant..... not far diatant from them, Having only
»helier tents to protect them from the inclemency of
the weather.
To (Jen. McDowell waa at firet aaiigued tia ad¬

vance of the expedition. Hut when it wa« found
that there waa not transportation enough to embark
at one« hi* entire euri a, he consented, in order to
utilize what wa« there, to allow his troop« to romalo
until ail» h lim« a« they could _e moved together,
with the iihdentanding that the» troopa preceding
bim nhuuld not operate upon his pro) o^ed lield oi
labor. 1 lie result, however, waa, thai the on pa of
(len. McDowell was pat off till the last, which, in
nuraaanc«* of subsequent orden, led to Macospa
being retuined here for tb« defense ot Washington.
MOW U'tsllINi-11).»», MAS LIFT I NDEFKNDED.
Hy re I arenee to the Prceideut a general war order,

Ko. .1, ot M ireh 3, 1M-Í it will be seen that no

change of baa« of o-ieralioua of tb« army of tb« Po-
i'i-iii' w ». to be mode wlthoat i«»i»ving in and about
Washington auch a force as in the opinion not oulv
of lien. i»i Clellan, but of '* tha commaudera of all
the array corps," wa« autTiclent to render the capital
entirely a« «cure. Au«! by referent» to the report o I
the colin« 1 of war In Id at Fairfax Coart-IIoune, on

the 1-t. ¦¦ of Milich. 180; oouaiaung of (j «mu. McDow¬
ell, ."iu'.ii'T, Heirn/«ilutan, and Keyes, it will be
.nea that three members of that council deemed
neo-aeary for the safety of Washington " that the
ton* on tl.e right bank of tlie Potomac should be
lull) gai r'.soiled; til use on the left bank occupied,
Muí u .... nu -i force of ._'.», 11 »ii men.'' The other
Qanaral (Sumner) deemed l<l,(XH)nieu iuallsufhiieut..

\n--tubi ..ii.in.it 'hu order of til« Presideut, «ntl
the ibi'irlOIl of to«» win. it, when I ..ti. Al. 1 lilian
himself Inn Alextuidna for thi» peuinmla, he tent
bai k order», tetlhieut conférence with the command-
tri ofioipa.Jor all the cjtpi ofthe Army oj the Fo~
tomate, but tu.it of den. liunkt, to em bark til one*

f.,r th, ¡h iiimu'a. Just previous to leaving, Oon.
.M. Clsl._ «WWraaBBd the following communication to
the AiljuUnl-llcncra'. uflue army:

" lim vi'4t I'.iKu» Atar or tus Potomac, i *

".-ITflBBK CoKBODOKB, April 1, IMS. 5
" ttmrnWOAta I lia»«* .o r«qu««l tliat ;uii ¡»ni lav the follow-

lug r«H«iiiu..'iio>ti.>n nelor« tb* liouoreble -«ctetary of VVar:
" lb» apara!» >t»- i nuib«r«,»nd i utiti .ii» 1*ft tusar *ud iii

r«ar ol tin .rm) et ita« fulmine ire about a» loilow»:
i.« Hil ti««. »Her |u»rilui| tile railroad» under hi»

cn»ri-, . .Hi. i.«it Be««! to five ulm i X1 0 lor the delouie of
nullullie a.U M'á available to* tUr. '"«ita.ru Hhore. A ia ii »[lo¬
in, ii:. For. De.att «re ¡t i»«»ry well garriaoued I»« a. out 4¡».t
m. h a

g /«Titoa of iii« foin irouad M «alnn/tou amount to

lu neu ii.. .u.a i Ui«po»aoi« troup», with den. Wadawortb,
being «mut i 1 *"0.
"'the t; "i|-. Bl i'!iy*J io guarding tb« ra¡;«--«y« in Mary

land .in .uni to «am.». :i,.»'>!» iu«n. Tlioae It b d«»l|n«d te r»

ii.-.a. i., in* old MaBMBSa by «i»_oui.u»d c.valiy, aa« toieud
1,'iTi.i lurw.rvl io M.ii».»*».

lien. Al»eroo:i.bt« occupi«*lV«rrriiton with . force which,
inclading ( ol n-ary it It iule fliln». «nd tue oiv*'ry to be «.

In- di.pieail, will »uioaat to «in.« 7,7bO luv», v. iib 11 p.«. «» of
iinil. I«
" I btv-tlie lioimr l) !9.|un»l that all the troop« orgtnlxed

for »riv ,-. i !'«.m«y!vsni« ind id New-Voit, «iij ia nun.v of
tb« L..iirn BlaS» «. ii.ar t>« iiltred t.» lv»»i.iii.-.i)ti 1 I«ara
Ir..m > " v Cullin iii«! tbete «re «oui» 3,Mn ii.ee now ready lu

Fei.u« Va i «ula. lui« Cm o I aliuui.l b« glad to have aunt at

..nee to Maumu. fsBt tlmuinod laen Irom (len. W»d(-
»»laitli I J.air« to be nrd«red to Mm,,.it««. Tue»* trttopa, with
tb« rnilionJ guard« aoov« «iluiiad to. will maka up « fore».',
uuiit-r I ».o Aovrouuibi«, lo «um.tliiu^ lila.«» H.'^iJ.
" It I» air derlgn to pu«.-» lieu. iil»uier « divlilan from

Wairiiiion upoti fitraiburg He »bould r.-iralii at Stratborg,
too. to »Jon n.»»t«r« to »»- iu .t aeniiite larui tu lust rugioa
lirfun- |iiin-«eiliug t bl« iiltiu.»!« de.tiniliou.

" l'ut li .,.|j» io Hie I lilly of tli« .Shenandoah will thu» be,
nu-ludui,! I Ifuker'» divitiun. M,«M ttron^, with ti jalee«»« oi
ti uli.ry. Hun«« . !i...i ,-ornl, whicb «uit>r««-.-i (leo. âlitnld»'».
1 ,oa.7 >.roup, with «I guu»i »om« J.'iW iii.p,»»D.« cavalry,
and (ho ralboad gualda, auiut Z.IOO men, amount to about
oo.l'.i' meu.

It ti d*ilgn«.l to relieve Oen. Hooker by Mme reglmsBt
--lay .t« uien, leaviug, with r.«» c**«l:y, 1,'tóv xa»a «a tb*
l»ew«r 1'i.iou.*!*
" To .- .1.» »¦-

" At IVaiientonthere l«tobe. 7 719 men.
"At *l...«nu» lh*re i* tob«.10 Ml ~*a
'' la til« V kiley of Hie .iliousudmb....«»-"- -ii«" uieu.
" Uu iii* Lower PutuBiac. 1.J90 aies.

lo ill.ti.lit men.
" There will ll.ua be taft for the gairiton» and the boi t of

Waabiiigton. iiu iur lieu. »\ «.law.jitii, i.i.tmu wea, oxcluiive
ol the i,«tieri«» uu.i.-i luatrBciioia. a
" The ti "»I a ergiuiaing, or ready f«r aervjee In New-York,

I learn will i»robai»iy number wore than 4,1-1»»'. I hean «li .u.a

be u»«inbled at l\ «*Biu|tou, «utuecl to «tiai»o«itluu »viiera
lui.at needad 1 uni. Very Ia»peeDully, your oiMdieut .eiviiit

II-,»Hi» ii-. H ..I. 1 L .1 I. i.-i. M.j.ii l.«s I oiiuiiii.liu*-.
" Brlg»(lea. Tiioaa», Adjutant (i*ueiil jj. I Army."
'ibu ataienietit, to um the expresaiou of one of the

witoeaiea, wa« -'very indstiuita." (len. Wade-
wortb, who had been ordered to take charge of the
defetise« of Washington, upon learning the diaposi*
tiona of troopa proposed by '»len. McClellan, and |
feeling the great importance of tb« trust committed
tu his charge, aud the total ¿nade<itniey of lb« mean«

pi.iv .¦'.-.I him for that pur-wee, addret-aed to the «Sec-

retary of War ihe following eounnuiiication:
" HsAiiouiaraat Militabv l;i«r«i,r o» WaaaiNuToy, 1

" W*»ni*»iiri>.v. I>. C April Í, IHtU. J
" Si« I b»v« th« honor »" anbmii the rollowing c«ud«u»«d

»tiitr.ueiit» «I tb« fore** Uti uud«r my couiuiantl for th« de

f«uae»of M**hlugloniIui«"t»y.*_«
Artillery... *,«!H

C«v«lty lil» cooip»~i«i ouly mounted. «41

Total.i.**,«m
Deduct nek lud ia m«*t iud |jutiu«uient. l.iifi

Total pr««rat for dnty.19,0t»
-' I b**« no mounted ligbt arullery undtr my couuusad.
" -»«verai «ouip»ii«»i ol Hie reteiv« artillery »f th« Army of

the fituiiiJi «io «til» b*r«, but nat uudor my oauiuand or lit
tot «ei vi. e

-. From tlil* ferae I in ordered by Gen. McClellin to detail
two legiiii.-iii« (go*J one») to jatti KiabardMn'i divtitoa
(Buiuiicr'i cerp*) .¦ it p*.«e« through Alexandria) one régi¬
ment to replace the ITtli Now-Yora Volunteeri in Heliit*.l-
mau'* old .li vi non one regiment to relieve a rv-giiueut ol'
Hooker'» divlilon It budd'« leny.to.al, I r*gmi«n'.i

.. 1 am further ordered thi» morning by telegraph In »end
I.Utm men to teileve (»en. rJuuinerat Munna* sad Wirren»
lou, that bl tiny «tabilk forthwltli.
- Io regtrd to the eba icier ud effideaay of the troopi under

uiv onmuiend I haw. to »tau tint nearly ill the fore« ii u«w
ind lii.|'«rfuctiy ditrlp.inad thal lèvent of theregimeuU *r*
la a very dl«otgiuUad nnililton lroui»nloiiiciu»ei, whlob
it i»«otu*c«*.aiy to »tate Uri.., »evora! tegiaieula li.vmg
b-«.ii le.i.-vrd ftoni bngad««. whloh hav« goa« mto lb* tteld,
in conn«quenc-e of their untune., tor iervice~tb« but i«,l
menta reuiiinlug hiving beeu leiocted lo tike their t _ee.
" Two h«i*y ar.lll.iy raalmeate, and oo« inlaatry regi-

inriit, which had been drilled 1er «um« aioutbata artiil.iy
arivie«, btv« been «ittiidiewa fiom the m: u ou m» *e«tb «la»
«r »i.« F«t»oiic. md I hi«« oply met *bi« t» Bit tbii; jiac«« »<

-ni
with very nrw Infantry regiment«, entirely «atc<]D*lctd|with tb« rtntlaa of that arm, and «1 Utile ui no valse lu ib«_
preaeut potiUon.
" I »ni nat Informed i» te the poetvton whleh M«jor-Q«a»

Buk» I» directed lo take ; bat at »M« time b« Is, «al *«oVi»
rtaud, on th« ether *ido of the Hu 1 Koa mountain», i.aug
my comnnnil to cover lb* front, from tb* Mmaaaai Oom
(»boot 20 Bill«« beyond Mtniat«) te Acquit Creek.
" I deem it my duty to MM thtt, looking it ibe MBerteal

»trength ind et.ir.cter of tb« fore« under my Mmmtod, II li
la my ludgtuen*. entirely intdequtte to, tod uaAi for, tue tu»
portant duty to whl»b it li uatgued. I regard It reiy fc_.
probable tint the enemy will luall ui it Ulli point, but this
belief i» ktaed upon the hope thtt th«y m*y be promptly «a«
rued ei»ewhi i«, and m*y aol lona the numuer sod the char»
aotur of thi turee lett hera.
" I btv« the honor to be yoor obedlert «arvant,

"JAS. S. WADSWOKTH.
" Hrli.-(»«a. «nd Mililtry »3«v«rn«r.

" Ho«. Bbcbstabv os Waa "

.
Those co_iuiuni.-ntii.na were brought to the cob*

«..deration of lho i>re8_ieilt bv the Secretary- of War.
I he subject waa at once referred to the Adjutant.
General of the Army, aud Major-G«n. E. A. Hil« be
cock, with instractiona to report at once whet bet
the order« ol the Praaident bad Leen complied witto,

ibeir report ia a« foliowi:
». i. Jl^*"""*1-'¥?*. u- c- AP»"U *¦ 1861-7:»» e'clock.
lBeompllMcewUI, your lu.tractiou«, I ht«« «itiiuedl

Ihe papara .ubrnittad to re«, ma h.ve the bonor to a.»ko la«
following repart:
"Flnf; Tb« 1'ie.ldeM*, wuord«. No.4 dated Mair« «.

reunir., that on taking up tuv n»w 6... J lija?!,?". US
City of Wa.hiagi.on »bal b« left «ottraly »«-c ire. i he «at ie«
poinU oí ta« order Hil uan«c«.Mry to cen.Uer, -,. »K#
enemy, «Ince lu del«. Ii.ve abau«oii«d tbetr po»itloi « eui
batterie« on lu« 1 oioiuao, «nd r».n«d behind lu« ..«taue»
binnotA.
'.Second: The council of general ofReen held it Ptirfi«

Court-Uoaie, Min li 13, took pltce «liar the e-ien.o b»4
retired from M»nai»ai »od destroyed the nurom n. ihets
raar. The uo n jil decided nu...lu..,, iy to take up t ...tr

b»»e of operatioul from Fort Monroi, and threeofthe gea«
er*U.¦ nniodty.decided that the foiee aees*ury te be
lett «bon.d be *uAoient to fiiily girri-iu tur Unit oa the riga*
bank of the I'otemao. and 'io occupy' tbote on lb« i»rt
b.ok, with s Covering force of 25 M*. It ia. we UiilI. ne
judgment ofofficer*. tb»t «orn« So.u«»" men would be nec.«.«rjr
um« to man the.» fort«, which, with the owuoet ofthe cowl¬

ing force, would make » total of 5. ,1-jO. _______

"TAird; The l"re»!dent'» direclt »in of Mtrch 13 to flea«
McC'lellm direct, hut, to leave *uch » force «I MidmmI
Junction at «hall make it entirely ceri«!« tint »he ai.nij»

uiij not iepo»***»U; «econd, thal >V»»_io|'_n «util be «Bil
entirely weare -, third, thtt the reuniuder ol the army move

down the Potomac, »»r move io pur»oit of the e'ieij.y. Ia
reg«r»i lo occupy inn Manu»«« Jsochob, a« »h« enemy btv«

dwti-oyed the rillrindi ««ding to it, it nny he fair U *»*ui«*l

thtt tbey have no intention of returning for thai reotcupaut»»
of their late po»itlou, and tbeielore no very large foto« wool*
be uece»«try to bold t.m poaition.
" J-enríA i Major(iener«l McCle.lu'« report te the AdJ«r_

»«ct-iietierai, ot April 1, it.er giving ine »«vera! po»itaO(u «f
the troopi piopo».d to be «eft foi the «luiente oí V» tabiugi*»,
give» . r«pro«entttlou at loliotv«: At W.rtentoa thete I»
to b« 7,'idO; «t MauM-a», *»y, lu,8»9; in the Vlll»r «I

I the ähenindoah, ii»,«iii on the Lower Potoca«.
1,350. Total li lil. ti.He. and there wouil
be left fe» the fan-lion» and the froat of Wiihliigtoa, unite*
Oen. VVtd«wjitb, *ome IH.Okj. lu the »hove enouienlion.
Geo. Banka'i Army CorpiUiociB'lodi but whether thi* corpa»
.pe rating in the Sbeniadoab Vtl.ny, ibuuid b« regarded a« a

par of tb« force available fur the pi iteCtlon Of l_» lUiinC«

dist« front of Vtaabiogtou, the uu.eniigued expretl aa

opiniiao.
" HJth: Oen. Wtdcwortb'» report of April 24 give* bia

forae ia fellow*: iniautry, li,'.'io. .u.il.e.-y, <l,«_-t| »»alf/»
tM.«lx eoiupu.ie« oeif being mouu.ed. '.total, «141,477.

" Déduit Lot, m aiiett «ad cou-u.uieai, i,41A. ToUl fo#
doty, 19.0-ii.

*' Froui thi» force ' ¡«n. Wadiworth u directed to de»ael
two good regiiiieut« to in -haidicia'* ¡livmu i, .Swnn*r'* eora«,
which (bouid be de Hueted from hi« c.» nuuJ, l'im regunea«
te toyino Ute T.lk N'ew-York in He.u.it'.maa't old uivii.oa.

' uud one to relieve I r«gil eut of Hooker1! lilvUiOU II lleed'O
Ferry.total, foot legimeuta.

| " Iii» also oiderta to lead 4,000 men to ruler« Samari at
Man<4*«B tad Waurn:on. den. W» .«worm reprSae«'« ".uaS

I ho ba*o«lbount.d light artillery uudar hit i*ouimD*l ¡ ruti-a
tint Wier« were *«ver«l eo npanl.« of re*«».S ««lí'laO1 «Uli

I here, hot not undor b_ command, or ni for »ervlce.
" (Jeu. Wiiiiwoitu luituor ripon» thal uoarl* all the force

iiiaaw and imperteu y JiaCipiiued, tblt terrill of the regie
' anota »io ia . very ai.org«n!z-d i-o-id.'toii. . »me of tbein h.*».
lui cid relie*«4 from migad«* which htve gone into me

' held, ia i- ji.Mipieuce of then ual.tmi* for ««itice, tb. tM«|
u.g.u.i t.t. r«iuunbig having been »enciod 11 tate their p»_-e(
tw« hoavy tit.Uory re|uueiit» ind one iulautry regli.i«-«!,
wl.lih had beru drilled tor tu mth* ia artillery »ervlce, bavtt.g
b-ea Witbdrewu from the lort» ou lue aouth tide of the totoa
mac. tnd their pneei luip ted with u« iii antry rejl BMBBj
entirely iintcquúnted with the dut.»»« of that arm. «ad of lila»
tie or uo vttuo in their nre«en* pcnnou. If that« wa* mel
of . h i.itary loree for tb« «afoty of tb« Ciiy of Weahtngtoa
within í'.iowu lij.-i». toat i.i«.ied te Io the report ot Otu.
W.dawoitli »tula teeai lo be eullie y luadeituM«.

I " lu view of tia. opinion expretreû by l..e toonell c1 Iba
comaisudsri of anny coip» o. the »< o. aoeuary for the «le»

i-u.« of the capilti, though u-it Buunrieally Haled, aud of tb«
force repreaeuted by Uen MoCieua.. a. li ft foi »nat purpotve.
we «r« of th« opinion thal tue .eq-u¡ernenn of lb« ri«»idcut«
thal Um city tball be left -entirely aec-ire.' not only In tb*>
o,ni,ion ui tbe geuerai-la-ebtef, bel tb*t of »he cmionidore
of tbe iruiy corp«' «.to, L». no1 beta M.I j complied with.
" All of wlacn U r«*p«clin.ly »uumiitad.

' L TÍIUMAá. Aujt. Ü«a.
.. E. A. UircrtCiAjK., Ma>.(';«n. U. 8. A."

THE "ftmiMIIT I'RUTECTS THE »CAriTAU
The day after this import wa« whiten, the Presi¬

dent directed the Secretary of War to order one c». pi
of the Army of the Potoa_»c to remain in n ha ot
Washington until turtber orders. Th« corp«of tiem

I McDowell, bein« the only coip« reuuuuiaff i.itacl
here, wau «.Iected to remain, without the knowiedgl
of (len. McDowell, be belüg engaged, at tho «iine of
ie»-*ivin^ this order, in making prerarutioaa to im«t
mediately follow tb« ie«t of the army to tia peitiov
«ula.

THE I'1M.\»I'M CAMPAIOaV.
(¡eu. lleintzelnuin, Mho coinunuded the Ur»|

troop« oí the army oí tie Potemac that landed on in«,
peninsula, arrive«! at Fortres« Monroe on the 'Ski ox
March, two week« after the evacuation of Mar .ni a«.

Ile bad orders to encamp as near Fortreaa Mourn«
as »possible, in order that tue enemy should Lave» no
idea of the direction in winch ibe army wa« l«

! ai'ive, whether toa-ard Yorktown or Norfolk. Utan«
lltint/elman «tate« that shortly after binding be oo-»»

tained information tuat the «nemy bad not mor«
than lU.bHH) troopa at Yorktown and on the Penn.iu-
la, and ia ar»tistied that he coold have advanced and
isolated Yotktowu, i.i which case thora would bave*
been uo serious obetacle in the way of proceeding die
racily to Kichmond. On the v7th of March be «eol
out i»-. .jui.oiu'iiii ¿, parties as far as Big Bethel an«f
Watt's Creek, and went near the Halfway House,
where about «XX) of tbe enemy, and a little artillery/
were seen. He telegraphed to Qeu. McClellan wbial
be was doing, and received a dispatch, in reply, thal
he ((Jen. McClellan) hoped that nothing had beera;
done to give the enemy information of th« line of
operation« of tb« army. Tb« raconaoneanoe waaT
then withdrawn.

Troop.« couiinaod to arrive at Fortreu Monroe,
and on the'id ot April Geo. McClellan himself ar--

rived. On the 4tb of April the army commenced ita»
movemeut in the direction of Yorktown, and on ti«
áib appealed before the enemy'« hues. Gun. Jdo-
Clellan «mie« thai be moved from Forireaa Monro«
.aoouer than he otherwise would bave done, upo«.
bearing that tb« euamy were aeuding down re-en.«»

forcements.
DELAY BEFORE YORKTOWH.

All the testimony goe« to prove that when out

I troop« ti- .-t lauded ou the Peninaula the force of tia
enamy there conaUted of Magruder * command, vari»

j oosly estimated at from 7,1)00 to 12,000 man, «xi-epl
by Gen. McClellan, who estimat«s it from l¿,00>) lo
-'"v»0<*. Tbe lion. Lemuel J. Bowden, United »Statefl
Senator from Virginia.then living within the Kebel
liuee, near Williauu-burg.teatiliea that the Rtuelm
did not determine to re-enforce Magruder until it
was apparent that our forces tnttnded to ttop bem

fore forktown and commence a regular liege n) tua

plate. It is uow evident, whatever may have Lee«
ibe opinion of ouroükeriat the lime,, that urj,,,, r¡t
when they first appeared before Yorktomn, could
hate pierced the lint of tcoiki acron the Petunia»«
there without much dtßculty, itolatmg Vorktotcn,
and cutting oj' re-enforcetnetUs, token toe place mast
hare fallen tri a very thort time. Some ot our (.«eue-»
ral« expected and uesired that that abould be di.i.e.
(Jen. Huiutzelman torwarded lo lien. McClellau itua
¡ii | licaiiou to Gail, liamiliou, commanding a divi«
sion, lor penniiniou to force tbe enemy's linas. No
answer waa recttived to the application.

HOW MANY TROOPS M'c'LLLLAN HAD.
Inl«ad of that, however, a siege wal determine«!

upon, oontrary to the desire of the President, *. no.
ae early aa th« Jth of April, wrote Ui lien. McClel«
lau a« tollowa:
" Thor« U a curioui myitery ibout th« namber of troopa

now with you. I te»«gr«phed you eu the «th. urging thtt »oa»
htd ever I'Si.tK» with you. I .,..1 juat obtaiuod trou, ih« ¿ee»
ret«ry of War . »moment, taken, ». tie Mid, from your u-re*
i-.-tuiin, uiikiug lufJ.uou ib«u with you and in rout« u» toa.
You now .ay that you will have net S..0UO, when all *u ruiite*»
to you »hill hive reached yon. How i an ibu dlacrejnuey «.I
»'.*>,.a«lu. iceounted fort Al to (Jen. Wool'» eoniniand. 1 a_-

derattnd It I* doing tor yoe precUeiy what * lia* lu*uo*i ol
your own would btv« to do if thal couu..«iid waa away.
" 1 tappo«« Um whol« force which bu goue forwaid to yo«

i* with yo« by thi* time, and If *e, 1 tluu* ii ii the rrr* m
tin.« for you io »ulk* ¦ blow. Hy d*i*y tb« «wainy will
¦teadily sain on yoa.(lut i*, »ie will g*in lt*t«r by loriii.c»-

tion* lud te-iiifotc-uiiiai* lhau you ««a by i«-«i«iorc»u.. oío

.lone.
" And, ono« mor«, lal «¦. l»U yoa it t* ludl.peniible to ma

that you atria* . bl«»». I aei i>ow.»l«M lo help Uni.

You will lo me tha Ju»tic« to re»-_n«e» I *lw*y* wl>ned eo%

going down la« bay m tear» 0 ol * ue.d, ii.-'««d "I tight.ua t%
or uiti it»nu».«»., t< only »biMiif *ud not »arBioanttog . 1«f-
ÜCillty i tblt we «hoald lind th« »tine eneniy and iii« »tn»e na

equal intreBcbiiie«t» ti »»:h«» plie«. l'A« eo»»-.» witt uat uti
to note-ti notmy nom.thai th* ¡retint »«11*11.» to m re

up.n an tntttncittJ pultun ie hut ike itirp of Maoittui ra»

pealed" ,,

And the repetition waa made complete neai Iv a

mouin la.«r. -Aben ibe enemy, in tue face of am-»
pei mr iorve, evacuated their Work« without luaa ami
without tha knowledge of tbe generul uommanding
our army.

M'CI.l*.I.LAN WANTS MORE TROOPS.
Gen» McClellan, however, did o*A deem his force!

«uthcient, and objected very strongly to the urder vi
the Président detacbiog McDowell'« corp« for ina
Idcubo of \Vu*bin_t .j, as "'iupanling tia laeiaaa^


